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There are not sufficient data to settle this dispute objec-
tively, but Dostoevsky's erotic obsessions certainly entitle
one to such suspicions. We have seen him haunted by child-
ish sexuality in Netochka Nezvanova. "Well then, do what-
ever you want with me. Tyrannize over me, pinch me, I beg
of you, pinch me, pinch me just once. My little sweetheart,
pinch me." Or, "We kissed one another, we wept, we
laughed. Our lips were swollen from kissing," (This scene
involves two little girls who have hardly reached puberty.)
In The Brothers Karamazov Lisa, at the age of sixteen, is as
hysterical as these two girls. "She is sixteen and she offers
herself," says Ivan.
"What do you mean, she offers herself?" exclaims Aliosha.
"Well, just like dissipated women."
In Crime and Punishment, as we have seen, Svidrigailov
rapes a girl of fourteen, and dreams about this child, just as
Stavrogin does in The Possessed. And in both cases, the vic-
tims hang themselves.
One may wonder whether this theme which recurs in Dos-
toevsky's books at five-year intervals was not dictated by
some secret preoccupation or perhaps by a personal recollec-
tion. Dostoevsky, as we have seen, even told the story of
such a rape in the very prim and formal salon of Madame
Korvin-Krukovskaya, and this before young ladies! Little
Sonia, then aged fourteen, recorded this incident in her Rec-
ollections. The hero of Dostoevsky's story awakens from a
happy dream and is crushed by the impression of a mysteri-
ous responsibility, a remote and unforgivable sin, Sonia
writes, "He recalls that after a night of debauch, driven by
his drunken companions, he raped a little girl of ten."
Was Dostoevsky an actual pervert like Svidrigailov or
Stavrogin, or are we confronted in his case only with a re-